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STUDY THE TEXT BEFORE ASSIGNING MEANING.
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Welcome to YITRAH™ |nstitute

YITRAH™ Institute is a center for education, Hebrew wisdom, spiritual inquiry, wealth education, and
leadership development. Its educational emphasis is on careful study, thoughtful examination, and the
disciplined movement from receiving information to understanding its meaning and considering its implications.

This introductory course offers a first encounter with that approach. It is designed to be completed
independently in approximately 30—45 minutes. Keep a notebook nearby; the questions are part of the
learning, not an examination.

Learning outcomes

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

* Distinguish information from comprehension and reflective insight.

 Apply a simple method for examining a text or idea before reaching a conclusion.
« Identify assumptions, evidence, context, and questions that deserve further study.
* Create a personal next-step study intention.

The learning progression

INFORMATION - COMPREHENSION - NOESIS

Information is what is presented or received: words, claims, observations, records, and descriptions.
Information is a starting point. It is not, by itself, proof that something has been understood.

Comprehension involves making sense of the information. It asks what the words mean in context, how the
parts relate, what is being claimed, and what can reasonably be concluded.

Noesis is used here as a term for considered intellectual insight: a deeper act of understanding in which a
person reflects on meaning, examines implications, and exercises discernment. The Institute uses this
progression as an educational principle; it is not presented as a universal scientific measurement or a
substitute for evidence.

Pause and reflect

Think of a statement you recently heard, read, or shared. What was the information? What did you understand
it to mean? What further examination would help you reach a considered conclusion?
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Lesson 1 — Study Before You Conclude

A confident conclusion is not necessarily a well-supported conclusion. Responsible study begins by separating
what a source actually says from what a reader assumes it says.

A five-part study practice

1. Identify the source. Who produced the text? When and for what purpose? Is it a primary source, a later
interpretation, an opinion, or a report?

2. Read the words carefully. Notice the wording, structure, repeated terms, and the immediate context. Avoid
extracting a sentence from its surrounding argument.

3. Define key terms. Ask how important words are being used in this particular text. A familiar word may carry
a specialized meaning.

4. Separate evidence from interpretation. Write down what the source explicitly states. Then separately
record what you infer, believe, or suspect it means.

5. Form a provisional conclusion. State what the evidence supports, what remains uncertain, and what
additional source or context would help.

Practice text

Consider this sentence: “The measure increased after the new policy
was introduced.”

What does the sentence tell you? It reports that a measure increased after a policy was introduced. What does
it not establish by itself? It does not establish that the policy caused the increase. To examine causation, you
would need more information: the measure, the size and timing of the change, other possible influences, the
comparison being used, and the quality of the evidence.

This example illustrates a core discipline: sequence is not automatically causation. The conclusion must not
exceed the evidence.

Your turn

Choose a sentence from an article, book, public statement, or teaching. Complete these prompts:

» The source says...

» The key terms are...

* The context | need is...

* The source supports the conclusion that...
« It does not yet establish that...

* My next question is...

YITRAH™ Institute | Complimentary Introductory Course Page 3



Lesson 2 — Discernment in Learning

Discernment is the practice of making careful distinctions. It helps a learner recognize the difference between
a fact and an opinion, a quotation and a paraphrase, a possibility and a demonstrated conclusion.

Use these distinctions

Observation: what can be directly noticed or documented.

Interpretation: the meaning someone assigns to an observation.
Assumption: something accepted without sufficient examination.
Evidence: information relevant to evaluating a claim.

Conclusion: a judgment drawn from the available evidence and reasoning.

A short discernment exercise

Read the following claim: “Everyone who follows this method
succeeds.”

Ask: Who is included in “everyone”? What counts as success? Is there reliable evidence for the claim? Are
unsuccessful cases acknowledged? Is the statement literal, promotional, or rhetorical? What narrower wording
would be more accurate?

A more responsible statement might be: “Some people report benefits from this method; its results may vary,
and the available evidence should be examined.” The point is not to weaken every claim. It is to make the
strength of the claim match the strength of its support.

Reflection

Where in your life would a more careful distinction between what you know, what you believe, and what you
still need to investigate improve your decisions?

A YITRAH study commitment

Complete these sentences in your own words:

1. Before | assign meaning to a text, | will...

2. One assumption | want to examine more carefully is...

3. A source or subject | want to study with greater discipline is...
4. My next concrete learning step is...
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Continue Your Study

You have completed this introductory learning experience. The central practice is simple, but it requires
attention: receive information carefully, examine it in context, distinguish evidence from interpretation, and
allow conclusions to develop through disciplined study.

Explore YITRAH™ Institute

The Institute's areas of study include:

» Hebrew Wisdom & Spiritual Studies
* Doctrine of ETHOS

» Wealth Education

* Leadership & Development

* Programs & Courses

Visit the Institute online: https:/lyitrahinstitute.wordpress.com/
A final thought
Study the text before assigning meaning.

Thank you for taking this first step into the educational work of YITRAH™ [nstitute.

Dr. Donaleah Dedrick, D.Th.
Founder, YITRAH™ Institute

Complimentary introductory course. For personal study and educational purposes. This material encourages critical reading and
thoughtful inquiry; it does not replace specialist, professional, or scholarly advice where such advice is required.

YITRAH™ Institute | Complimentary Introductory Course Page 5




